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First  -  WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHY, WHERE
                        These are just the facts. 

Who was French Pete?  
What were they doing in the area?
When was the event? 
Why is his death important?
Where did this happen?



WHO was French Pete?

He was a trader of goods who had a partner, Henry Arrison.  
They employed four men to help take the goods to the gold fields in the Gallatin Valley near Bozeman, 
Montana. 
There were 6 men total. This can be found in several military reports.  
  The employees: Joseph Donaldson, Wm. Dowaire, Thomas Moss, Thomas Burns.

French Pete or Louis Pierre Cazeau
[There are many different spellings of his last name: Gasseau, Gassout, Cazeau, Gasson, Gassou, 
Gassoux, Gazzous, Gassaur, Gazeau, Gazzoux, Gassous]

He had an Ogalala Sioux wife and 4 children. Their oldest daughter was married. So there were 5 young 
people with them on the trip. 

French Pete was born in France in 1805. He later immigrated to the United States and became a 
licensed trader with the Upper Platte Indian agency (on February 6, 1860 his license was approved.) 



WHAT were they doing in the area? 

They were headed to Montana to sell merchandise in the gold fields. And along the way they would 
trade with the Indians. 

French Pete had just sold his ranch in Colorado and partnered with Henry Arrison in the Spring of 1866.  If the 
Montana venture was not successful, they would go on to California. 

The goods they were selling: Canned fruits, liquors, tobacco, beads, cutlery, crackers, cheese, buffalo robes, 
antelope & elk skins, sugar, coffee, calico, blue & scarlet Indian cloth. 

WHEN was the event? 

French Pete and his crew were in the wrong place at the wrong time.  Much had happened between the 
Indian leaders and Col. Carrington.  French Pete was warned by friendly Cheyenne Indians that they should 
go back to Fort Phil Kearny for protection because the Sioux were upset that the soldiers were building a fort.  
FPK was being surveyed on July 15, 1866. No buildings had been built at this time. Carrington had just arrived 
on July 13th. 

The traders were attacked in the early morning of July 17, 1866. 



WHY is his death and those in his group important to the Bozeman Trail History?

He was the first person killed in what later became known as Red Cloud’s War.  By sunup, all six men 
were killed.  The Sioux were not only feared by the white soldiers but also other tribes in the region such as 
the Cheyenne.  Col. Carrington was not to build forts in the Powder River Basin per the request of the Indians.  
It was an ‘appeal to the white man to leave their country and spare their people.’

WHERE did this happen?

Our research found it was a small area of land, owned by Larry and Mary Durante.  T54 R83 Sec28
(W 1/2 SE ¼ & E1/2 SW ¼ of Sec 28)     73 Upper Prairie Dog Road – Sheridan WY 82801

The kill site is in the northwest corner. 
            The burial site is in the southwest corner of the property on a knoll. 

The soldiers buried the dead on the flattest piece of ground in the vicinity.  It was away from the wagon road. 



NOTE:  There is not one map or document that tells the whole story.  No smoking gun.  But a culmination of 
military reports, newspaper articles, book publications, maps, interviews and local common knowledge.  
We continue to find papers on this subject at the State Archives and the Wyoming Room. All papers are 
shared with the state. 

This is like a murder mystery, and we will gather all the witness statements and clues. 

I have two 3 ring binders filled with military reports, homestead records, interviews, maps, & documents. 

AFFIRMATIVE DOCUMENTATION FOLLOWS ~ just the facts 



LIST  OF  HISTORIANS  PROVIDING
  AFFIRMATIVE   DOCUMENTATION  

 REGARDING  THE  LOCATION OF  THE  FRENCH  PETE   SITE: 
Susan Badger Doyle
Robert Murray
Elsa Spear Byron
Jim Gatchell
Posey Ryan
Glenn Sweem
Mark Badgett
Sonny Reisch
Mary Ellen McWilliams
Helen Graham

Primary sources: 
Posey Ryan
Frank Kirkpatrick 

Scholars who are assisting 
with more documentation:
Susan Badger Doyle
Donovan Sprague 

NOTE:  none of these references 
have ever been refuted !! 



#1 There are many military reports on the event.

 [there are more than 25 pages in this section – I will share only a 
couple of reports.]

More paperwork will be provided on our website. Research 
papers can be ordered from the National Archives if the 
Wyoming Room does not have them in the collection. 

There are 14 documents ~~  The facts will accumulate 



Durante’s have had this document in their files 
for over 20 years.  Their files are EXTENSIVE!

Dr. Baalon’s autopsy report
July 18, 1866  - he examined 6 bodies



Newspaper article written by Dr. 
Baalon. 



1 grave
4 men



Names of those men buried at FPK or noted elsewhere buried in 
the vicinity:  
Date of report:  1st March 1867



Military 
Reports. 

1 grave
4 men buried at the site

6 men killed ~~  2 taken back to the fort

This is a work in progress. 



#2

1890 – Kirkpatrick letter & newspaper article regarding the 
discovery of the bones. Then the reburial of the bodies by Frank 
Grouard to Ft. McKinney in Buffalo. 

You will hear the name Kirkpatrick referenced several more 
times – books, articles, military records, interviews





Let us review the homestead records on this land. 
The Kirkpatrick’s:   James, Sr. (1826-1914)  -  Also known as Jim (the dad died in 1914)
  James, Jr. (1857-1940)   - Also known as Jimmy (sold out & left ranch and Wyoming in 1910 - died 
     in Long Beach, CA  1940)
  John Frank (1867-1953)  - Also known as Frank (homestead 1891 – inherited the family ranch in 

    1914 – sold ranch in 1941)

Elisha Terrill’s grave
Kirkpatrick’s house

Frank held this land until 1941 
when he sold. 



ORDERS FOR FRANK GROUARD AT FT. McKINNEY: 

4 bodies had 
been buried in 
the same 
grave. 

The two lower 
ones having 
been covered 
with barrel 
staves and the 
heads with a 
box.

1 grave
4 men



#3

1929 – Jim Gatchell’s interview with Posey Ryan. Posey is a 
primary source. He was a soldier the day the bodies were found 
and originally buried. 



Posey and Jim both knew the 
Kirkpatrick's and their ranch. At 
the time of the interview, Frank 
Kirkpatrick’s ranch was the 
only one left in the county. His 
dad, Jim, had died in 1914 & his 
brother had moved to 
California in 1910.



Circa 1894

1891-James Kirkpatrick, Sr. & son Frank of 
Banner shipped 26,000 pounds of oats by 
wagon last Thursday



#4

1939 – Elsa Spear Byron’s FORT PHIL KEARNY book



1939: 
All of Elsa’s facts are 
accurate. They were returning 
to the camp. 6 men were 
killed. 4 men were buried on 
the little knoll near Peno 
Creek (present Prairie Dog 
Creek). His wife was Sioux 
and there were 5 children 
with them. 

His name spelled Gasseau 
could be correct depending 
on the province in France 
where he was born.  (We are 
still researching this.)



#5
1964 Elsa Spear Byron gives tour of French Pete site for the state 
meeting.  It describes the location of the graves as being north 
of the Fetterman marker. 



#6

1970 – Bob Murray’s map





#7

Circa 1980 – tour & interview of Elsa Spear Byron with Sonny 
Reisch



After passing the 
Banner Community 
Hall we came to a 
sharp U in the road…

…buried inside the U 
in the road. 

She remembered 
shallow 
depressions.  This 
statement was very 
significant to the 
Assistant State 
Archeologist during 
our Sept 2025 
testimony in 
Cheyenne. 



#8

In 1984, Per Tad Bartimus an Associated Press Writer states that: 
Mrs. Byron, 88, is descended from one of the first Wyoming 
pioneer families…Mrs. Byron has been photographing her 
heritage since 1908, and her recollections are accepted as 
gospel by the state historical society.”

1988 – Elsa Spear Byron’s interview with Mary Ellen McWilliams



“They put two of 
them…they took back 
to the fort to bury. They 
buried the other four on 
that knoll. You know 
where the beehives 
were for so many 
years? On that 
crossroads.”     Elsa

Beehives and crossroads 
were terms used to identify 
the location.  Both existed 
only a short period during 
the 1900s. 



Who was this Kirkpatrick?  There were Frank and Jimmy Kirkpatrick and those were the sons of 

the early Kirkpatrick’s who settled…well the old Kirkpatrick house was down, still stands there, 

over on Prairie Dog when you’d go over the crossroads there by Harry Williams’, over to the 

other dry landing.  You’d go right by there, the old Kirkpatrick place.  They were sons of the 

Kirkpatrick’s there in the ‘80s. I think it was ’84 or ’85 when they came there.

You told me something about, didn’t they find the French Pete bodies or something?  No, in 

1890 I told you Frank Grouard came there to find the remains of those four bodies that were 

buried there that were in French Pete’s group.  There were 6 of the men that were killed there 

who were French Pete’s.  They put two of them, I suppose in the story you’ve  heard of how 

terribly they were mutilated by the Indians, must have been the two who weren’t so badly 

mutilated they took back to the fort to bury.  They buried the other four on that knoll.  You know 

where the beehives were for so many years?  On that crossroads.  Not too far from down there.  

That regular highway used to go by that place.  From that corner where there was beehives, it 

ran straight up to the Banner store and on the east side of the pond that was called the Carroll 

pond.          Js verified by listening to tape it is Terrill Pond not Carroll Pond

• On that crossroads.
 
• That regular highway used to go by 

that place.
 
• From that corner where there was 

beehives, it ran straight up to the 
Banner store and on the east side of 
the pond…that was called the 
“Terrill” pond. 

• Old Kirkpatrick house was 
down…over on Prairie Dog…

• Crossroads by Harry Williams’

•  She tells about Frank Grouard 
finding the remains of the 4 bodies in 
French Pete’s group.

 
• There were 6 of the men killed 

there. They put 2 of them, (I suppose 
they weren’t so badly mutilated they 
took back to the fort to bury.)

• They buried the other 4 on the knoll. 
You know where the beehives were 
for so many years. 

Let’s review --  THE CLUES:         
                                                             THE FACTS



June 25, 1980

The images are very clear. 

The French Pete site is 
within the circle.



Old Kirkpatrick house was down…over on Prairie Dog…

Crossroads 
by Harry 
Williams’

As told to 
Sonny: After 
passing the 
Banner 
Community 
Hall we 
came to a 
sharp U in 
the road…

…buried 
inside the U 
in the road. 



“They put two of 
them…they took back 
to the fort to bury. They 
buried the other four on 
that knoll. You know 
where the beehives 
were for so many 
years? On that 
crossroads.”     Elsa

The knoll



[Below: enlarged image of the 
beehives]

Location of the burial site per Elsa Spear Byron.  On the 
knoll where the beehives were. 



Old Highway 87. There were two different 
roads that led north out of the Banner area. 
They both went by the Durante property. 

They built the roads on level ground and away 
from the pond & creek bottoms.  The hills 
were also a problem.  This area has many 
steep and rocky bluffs. 

REFERENCE TO CROSSROADS

Yellow circle:  old stagecoach stop
Orange square:  French Pete site.

Aerial map – Sheridan County – 1954 WYRM



Early road 
maps are hard 
to find and 
hard to read.  

Elisha 
Terrill’s 
grave and 
homestead. 
Also the 
pond used 
to be known 
as Terrill’s 
Pond. 



HOUSE

X = French Pete site

Elisha Terrill’s house

X

GLO (Government Land Office) 1881 map  T54 R 83



#9

2024 – Susan Badger Doyle’s notes and map. 
               She wrote  JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF GOLD





1866:  William K. Thomas, Aug 3.  . . . 
about a half a mile drive from camp 
this morning on the hill side to the 
left of the road is a grave…………

[Exactly where Elsa places the 
burial site. ]

Location of the kill site. Just a 
few yards north of the burial 
site.

Note:  The soldiers who buried the 
dead on July 17, 1866, only had rifle 
butts and were surrounded by angry 
Sioux Indians.  The only easy digging, 
level ground, away from the wagon 
road was the small flat top of the knoll.



#10

1963 – Elsa Spear Byron’s photograph of the knoll



JUNE 
1963

AUG
2025



Page 1DEPREDATION  CLAIMS  -  7 in total

$13,680 value of goods, livestock and equipment



Page 2 
   [FYI~ All spreadsheets are a work in 
progress.]

Donovan Sprague is assisting 
us with further research into the 
Indian oral histories. 

He is related to French Pete’s 
wife, Mary. 

French Pete’s wife, Mary, later 
married Chief Spotted Tail

1892 
(green)



A few Books written on the 
subject. (so far I have over 30)



# 11 Sheridan County Historic Preservation Committee 2016 – 
 
Map of the Bozeman Trail and other historic sites. It reveals the 
location of the trail as it crosses the Durante land. 



Sheridan County Historic Preservation Commission 
Map work done by:
Mick Kaizer
Billy Little
Jim Laughrey
Assisted by the Wyoming Room



#12    Historic Human Remains Detection teams -  Map

The HHRD dogs were still able to detect the odor of human 
remains in the highlighted areas. General areas of dog alerts are 
shown in yellow, with areas of more concentrated alerts shown 
in red and then pink. 

The dogs are trained to find the odor of human remains. The key 
word is Odor.  They are trained to find odor, not things. 



The odor of human remains doesn’t always correlate to a buried 
body in that location. The odor of human remains can remain in 
the soil from blood, body fluids and other human 
decomposition, scattered skeletal remains, or transference of 
human remains to other items such as bullets.  (CF)

Next is the gps map provided by Colette. We can layer two other 
maps over this one to reveal the activity at both the kill site and 
the grave.

Mention brain matter 
is 60% fat



Kill site noted by:
~ Susan Badger Doyle’s 
map

~ concentrated finds 
during metal detecting

~  numerous alerts by 
the Historic Human 
Remains Detection 
teams

Burial site noted by: 
~ Diary entries in Susan 
Badger Doyle’s Journey to 
the Land of Gold

~ Elsa Spear Byron 
regarding the beehives

~ many alerts by the 
Historic Human Remains 
Detection teams 

Red areas coincide 
with bullet 
trajectories during 
metal detecting. 

Historic Human Remains Detection  
Survey Map

HHRD



The visiting teams :   May 9-11, 2026
John Grebenkemper with Kalli, Colette Falco with Mojo and Ronda Bowser with Badger

Note: blue flags near the location of 
the beehives on the knoll that Elsa 
says the burials were  located.  

For more information:  Institute for Canine Forensics

Note: blue flags in the area of the beehives on the knoll.  This is where Elsa says the burials were. 
located.  

https://www.icfk9.org/


#13  Frank Kirkpatrick was the homesteader and landowner until 1941. Frank is a primary source 
regarding the location of the grave. He knew about the men murdered  and the grave on his ranch. He 
showed Frank Grouard where the grave was in 1890. 

[recently found at the state archives in August 2026]

May 10, 1978
Mark Badgett interviewing Elsa Spear Byron
RE: the French Pete site 
[This is found on side one of the cassette tape. At 17 minutes and again at 30 minutes.]

… And then that one... where the one that's over on Prairie Dog where Pete Gazzous and the men that 
were with him that the Indians murdered. . And Mr. (Frank) Kirkpatrick told me about that in the 30s. Also, 
he didn't know who it was, who was murdered there…. They buried the four men there. And then took two 
of them back to the Fort. Isn't it curious that no one ever knew where they buried the civilians. They didn't 
bury them in the Fort cemetery…. .    Mr. Kirkpatrick told me:  that in 1890 that Frank 
Grouard came there and wanted to know where the burials were. 

****Frank Kirkpatrick showed Frank Grouard where the bodies were IN 1890. ****



#14   Glenn Sweem gave a tour for the FPK/BTA tour. 

 



‘We agree with your 
conclusion that the 
site represented in the 
materials is the 
location where French 
Pete was killed.’

‘The Wyoming State 
Historic Preservation 
Office fully supports 
the ongoing 
preservation of this 
site.’



The installation will be 
sometime this fall. 



          [when funds are available]

~ Ground Penetrating Radar

~ DNA testing of the dirt with the aid of the Forensic Cadaver Dogs

~ SH515 – find this survey to determine who filed it with the state

FUTURE TESTS & OTHER TASKS: 



THANK YOU…..

BIG HORN CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
 
  bighorncity.org

~~~More to be posted on the website. 
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www.bighorncity.org
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If anyone wants to learn more, call me and we can 
educate you on our research and all the documents.



SIDE NOTE: 
Larry disclosed that the HHRD dogs surveyed the area where he had dressed a 
deer with no interest shown, changes of behavior, or alerts given by the dogs in 
that area.  (per Colette)
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