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First - WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHY, WHERE
These are just the facts.

Who was French Pete?

What were they doing in the area?
When was the event?

Why is his death important?
Where did this happen?



WHO was French Pete?

He was a trader of goods who had a partner, Henry Arrison.
They employed four men to help take the goods to the gold fields in the Gallatin Valley near Bozeman,
Montana.
There were 6 Men total. This can be found in several military reports.
The employees: Joseph Donaldson, Wm. Dowaire, Thomas Moss, Thomas Burns.

French Pete or Louis Pierre Cazeau

[There are many different spellings of his last name: Gasseau, Gassout, Cazeau, Gasson, Gassou,
Gassoux, Gazzous, Gassaur, Gazeau, Gazzoux, Gassous]

He had an Ogalala Sioux wife and 4 children. Their oldest daughter was married. So there were 5 young
people with them on the trip.

French Pete was born in France in 1805. He later immigrated to the United States and became a
licensed trader with the Upper Platte Indian agency (on February 6, 1860 his license was approved.)



WHAT were they doing in the area?

They were headed to Montana to sell merchandise inthe gold fields. And along the way they would
trade with the Indians.

French Pete had just sold his ranch in Colorado and partnered with Henry Arrison in the Spring of 1866. If the
Montana venture was not successful, they would go on to California.

The goods they were selling: Canned fruits, liquors, tobacco, beads, cutlery, crackers, cheese, buffalo robes,
antelope & elk skins, sugar, coffee, calico, blue & scarlet Indian cloth.

WHEN was the event?

French Pete and his crew were in the wrong place at the wrong time. Much had happened between the
Indian leaders and Col. Carrington. French Pete was warned by friendly Cheyenne Indians that they should
go back to Fort Phil Kearny for protection because the Sioux were upset that the soldiers were building a fort.

FPK was being surveyed on July 15, 1866. No buildings had been built at this time. Carrington had just arrived
on July 13,

The traders were attacked in the early morning of July 17, 1866.



WHY is his death and those in his group important to the Bozeman Trail History?
He was the first person killed in what later became known as Red Cloud’s War. By sunup, all six men
were killed. The Sioux were not only feared by the white soldiers but also other tribes in the region such as

the Cheyenne. Col. Carrington was not to build forts in the Powder River Basin per the request of the Indians.
It was an ‘appeal to the white man to leave their country and spare their people.’

WHERE did this happen?

Our research found it was a small area of land, owned by Larry and Mary Durante. T54 R83 Sec28
(W1/2SEVa & E1/2 SW Va2 of Sec 28) 73 Upper Prairie Dog Road — Sheridan WY 82801

The kill site is in the northwest corner.
The burial site is in the southwest corner of the property on a knoll.

The soldiers buried the dead on the flattest piece of ground in the vicinity. It was away from the wagon road.



NOTE: There is not one map or document that tells the whole story. No smoking gun. But a culmination of
military reports, newspaper articles, book publications, maps, interviews and local common knowledge.
We continue to find papers on this subject at the State Archives and the Wyoming Room. All papers are

shared with the state.

This is like a murder mystery, and we will gather all the witness statements and clues.

| have two 3 ring binders filled with military reports, homestead records, interviews, maps, & documents.

AFFIRMATIVE DOCUMENTATION FOLLOWS ~ just the facts



LIST OF HISTORIANS PROVIDING
AFFIRMATIVE DOCUMENTATION
REGARDING THE LOCATION OF THE FRENCH PETE SITE:

Susan Badger Doyle
Robert Murray

Elsa Spear Byron
Jim Gatchell

Posey Ryan

Glenn Sweem

Mark Badgett
Sonny Reisch

Mary Ellen McWilliams Scholars who are assisting
Helen Graham with more documentation:

Susan Badger Doyle
Donovan Sprague

Primary sources:
Posey Ryan
Frank Kirkpatrick

NOTE: none of these references
have ever been refuted !!



There are 14 documents ~~ The facts will accumulate

#1 There are many military reports on the event.

[there are more than 25 pages in this section — | will share only a
couple of reports.]

More paperwork will be provided on our website. Research
papers can be ordered from the National Archives if the
Wyoming Room does not have them in the collection.



Durante’s have had this document in their files
for over 20 years. Their files are EXTENSIVE!




Newspaper article written by Dr.
Baalon.

New-York-Herald.-August-24th..1866.-Page-2,-.column-8Y
INDIAN-OUTRANGES-ON-THE-PLAINS.9
Marauding-bands-on-the-emigrant-route. |
Through-Dakota-Territories.
List-of-emigrants-killed.

TO-.THE-EDITOR-OF-THE-HERALD.

Fort-Phillip-Kearny.-Dakota-Territory.July-31,-1866.9

Sir:-Within-the-last-fortnight-several-marauding-bands-of-Indians,-
supposed-to-belongto-the-Sioux, have,-on-the-route-between-Fort-Reno,-
Powder-River-and-Pinot-Creek-attacked-emigranttrains-as.well-as-small-
detachments-of-Colonel-Carrington's-command,-18th-United-States-Infantry.-
Wherever-a-chance-offered-they-not-only-committed-murder-but-perpetrated-
the-most-barbarous-outrages.

-+ Enclosed-is-a-list-of-casualties,-so-far-asthey-came-under-my-personal-
knowledge,with-the-publication-of whichyou-would-greatly-oblige-your-
obedient-servant, ¥

Dr..Herman-Baalon,-Post-Surgeon.
Attacked-and-killed-near-Pino-Creek,July-17th,-1866.-9
Pierre-Gazzous, from-Toulouse,-France.-Manager.y

Young-man-about-20.-Five years-of-age, -name-unknown, -supposed-to-be-from-

New-York State.--Donaldson-or-Moss1
----- From-Massachusetts,-a-Teamster,th rnat-l::ut._ﬂ

Henry-Harrison-(Arrison),-from-Denver,-Col.q

-Thomas-Burns,-Teamster.-Y
William-Dewaire,-France.

-+ Thebodies-ofthe-above-were-decently-interred-nearthe-spotwhere-
found,-with-the-exceptions-of-Burns-and-Harrison-{Arrison), taken-to-the-post.-

or-b al.-George-Livensberger.-Ohio ompanv-F.-18th-United-States-Infantrv.1






Names of those men buried at FPK or noted elsewhere buried in
the vicinity:
Date of report: 15t March 1867




#2 name order

6 men killed ~~ 2 taken back to the fort

Thisz list iz in arder of Col. Carrington's list. W'e determined his paperw ark as the official list. #1French Pete #2 Henry Arrison #3 Jozeph Donaldzon #4 Wm, Donnaire or Dow aire #5 Moz s #6 unknown lor name determined by officer)

FREMNCH PETE RESEARCH
French Pete's name has been spelled many different wa Lovie Gasseau, Gassout, Cazeau, Gasson, Gassou, Gassoun, Gazzous, Gassaur

If the author states the location of a person’s burial, it is nated by pink or blue. Othemise, the author just lists the names of those killed. EX: Wan Vaoast did nat say where anyone was buried, hence, white.
The number of those killed varies. Thizs listing is an attempt to track the names and number thought ta have been killed in the skirmish. MOTE: many differert spellings of names!

buried at skirmish site

Military
Reports.

This is awork in progress.

The kilings occurred on July 17, 1966 taken ta fort - buried at for
H. d July 17, 1866 Baalon July 15, 1566 Cal. Carringtan July 30, \arm Waoast fug 20, 1866
Spmeny Faen Ay - s Or. Baalor: My HERALD Death list from FRK found 1832 news article on grain
M. Carrinton #bsacats Sf24M866 Ten Eyck Diary at Mat Archives - Mar 1867 Death listing from FPK Combined list: 1890 news article cultivation
MAMES OF
THOSE b S ee BUEEL French Pete Pisrre 4 bodies had been buried in
KILLED: 1| Louis Gazzous Ata el Pierre Gaszous French Pete Gasseau Fiene Gazsout: citizen Pierne Gassaur: Frernch Pete #9E6 Peirre Gassow Gaszzows: trader, civilian | [Peter Cazeau: trader the same grave

Henry Arrison: trader
(H. Arrison or

The twio lower ones having
been covered with barrel

2 |Henry Arrison - partner Henry Arrisan Henry Arrizon Henry Arrizon Henry Arrizon Henry Harrizon Harrison #39 Harrison-citizen Henry Arrizon: civilian Harrison] staves & the heads with a box,
Joseph Donaldson: Joseph Donaldson: Frank Grouand was the man in
Joseph Donaldson [with Jazeph Donaldson: Gut Jazeph Oonaldson: teamster - civilian with citizen teamster sharge af reburial ta Ft.
3 Ben Taylor party) young man 22 - unknown | citizen teamster L amster “r'oung man - 25 years old| [no name #3858 Unknown Een Taylor killed nearby IMcKinney
"B menlaydead &
4 [ mutilated” ‘w'm Dow aire Swdill Do aire ‘wim. Donnaire ‘wm Donald: citizen ‘wm. Danaire o MEme #37 Y'm. Do minie: ‘wm Danaire: civilian Wm. Dow aire: trader
5 ||z Mass teamster |=== Mass | |- Maszs: citizen unknown: citizen Mo Mame #35 Thomas Mass | [-—-- Maszs: civilian Thomas Moss: trader
Thomas Burns:
6 unknown Thomas Burns unkrown unkrown: citizen Thomas Burns: teamster | (Barnes #88 Burns - citizen Thomas Burns: civilian teamster
plus athers
[he zayz 8 men, women &
children murdered. [side note: there was
Incorect-no women nor plowing onthe ranch as
children killed. Only 6 early as 1531 perthe
E E =1 5] 5] 5] men -traders. ] E E E homestead affidavit,
S Kirkpatrick Sr. & Son
[John Frank] are located on
He also savs Tman of the nest ranch. Grain and
F.Ca. waskiled and 5 cattle oecupy their attention.
L~ mare died. He was nat 5w moath ofpest - S\ | Alfalfa hayis their Fauorite

Sious wife &5 childrer/

Sious wife & 5 children

Sioux wife & 5 children

Zwagons

acurate on other facts in
this diary.

‘wiritten in margin of
#35,96,97.98

AN

ariety, of which they raize a
%iderable amount.

4 bodies had been buried
inthe same grave

[saldier Gearge
Livelzsberger killed in the
livestock persuit]

crfirmed: 4 bodies had
been burizdin the same
grave

N

Carrington, Margaret. 45—

k/

115, war Department.
Fiecords of the Adjutant
Gieneral's Office. Department

U, War Department.
Riezards of the Adjutant
Gieneral's Office. Department,
of the Platte, Post Returns,

Fart Phil
K.earnu!Bozeman Trail
Aszociation & Big Harn
City Histarical Society.
Aoy & Lawingon
Ao of i Lt
and Times FRRSY- 1915

LLE, Wwar Department,
Records of the Adjutant
General's Office.
Department of the Flatte,

Baalon, Dr. Herman.
"Indian Outrages on the

Special Collections
Dept., U of Arizona

LS. war Department.
Fiecords of the Adjutant
General's Oiffice.
Department of the Flatte,
Fost Returns, Fart Philip
Kearny, 1866-67. Brig.Gen.
G.E. Dandy, O.T. [Dakota
Territory) List of Mames of
Officers, Enlisted Men &
Citizens buried at or near
Fort Phil Kearney, O.T.

French Pete. Biography

\/’

/

samra=ka Mome ol the af the Platte, Past Retuns, Fort Philip Kearny, 1866-67. Self published. (20231 5 | pony Returns, Fart Philip Plains." Adane izt Library, Tucson, A2 since the date of its file. ‘wyoming Room, Fiva Shonidan P, 1830, T Shonidan Fos, 1892
Lrowes. Philadelphia: Fart Philip Kearny, 1966-67. i 393, H-45, 196G need o |57 Kearny, 1EE-67. MBI, Faga,| | Aest, Bugust 24, Fandor Fan Sped establizhement az apast, | | Sheridan County Library, Val 3, #571, May 1, pagel al 647, June 23, Page
Lippincor Co. [1565] 120. FiG 393, H-45, 1368, verify. F452-433. 18686, pg 2 ch. Sy, M=o RG383 Sheridan, W' col. 3. 1

She writes about meeting
the family and traders June

24, 1866

1 grave
4 men

buried at the site




#2

1890 — Kirkpatrick letter & newspaper article regarding the
discovery of the bones. Then the reburial of the bodies by Frank
Grouard to Ft. McKinney in Buffalo.

You will hear the name Kirkpatrick referenced several more
times — books, articles, military records, interviews






Let us review the homestead records on this land.
The Kirkpatrick’s: James, Sr. (1826-1914) - Also known as Jim (the dad died in 1914)
James, Jr. (1857-1940) - Also known as Jimmy (sold out & left ranch and Wyomingin 1910 - died
in Long Beach, CA 1940)
John Frank (1867-1953) - Also known as Frank (homestead 1891 —inherited the family ranch in
1914 — sold ranch in 1941)

Frank held this land until 1941
when he sold.

/

Elisha Terrill’s grave
[] Kirkpatrick’s house



ORDERS FOR FRANK GROUARD AT FT. McKINNEY:

4 bodies had
been buried in




#3

1929 - Jim Gatchell’s interview with Posey Ryan. Posey is a

primary source. He was a soldier the day the bodies were found
and originally buried.



Posey and Jim both knew the
Kirkpatrick's and their ranch. At
the time of the interview, Frank
Kirkpatrick’s ranch was the
only one left in the county. His
dad, Jim, had died in 1914 & his
brother had moved to
Californiain 1910.

<




T

HOHESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT.
QDMLJ/ ﬁ @MW , being called as witness in suppost of the Tomestea %7

% ?/ s T D {A‘ EERTAS P;v/,—,— . .. A " - :I '
;my ,;’f W(/: e it dforff m:f iftfﬁf fiden 22, temﬁes”fnlm > _1..:2:?.'.../_(;:),4.. Ec?é/ Mé , being called as a witness in his own behalf in support
nes, T—What i8 your name, age, and pos € as 7 - 1 :
A Ans(loted @ otons cumer. 8 F bpecies, ‘-;?;:‘f"r’&u @‘“""" J’ZM"‘“‘* g J homestead entry, No. E\'._",‘{cj:‘i_%, i‘a:'5.&;.‘_{‘1“.'5{“5'5:’éh ‘% deﬁ-ﬂf %.@%Mﬁiﬁ&éﬂféﬁﬁ W_‘Y'z)z .

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF WITNESS.

testifies as follows:
HOMESTEAD PROOF——TESTIMONY OF WITNESS, %ﬁz“ﬁ“ et gt gecnna Bt e Doessnr. Panict ’

aff,.zg_{quf;ga%.i ___________ ;;éde e
éZM_,,, (Z @)i R . a—nﬂ‘{a/ Dot st &

Ontes, 2. —Are ‘5/ 01 & native-born’citizen of the United States, and if 89, m what State or Territory were

—-; being called as witness in support of ?.h H tea,d. {;4’1,5,2 i I 'rfé;éd’
entry pfrodzz 7 gj;/ A ffazzz A5 W=d g% i S G Oy TV _ T J . L1
g&s Wha o2 B WL 28 ALV Seitiehe s Fatioma /m";} " Ans, W eus o maleot. b o Pe - oo, Ao e M
r — t m;our name, age, and post-office address? i l 7. i o

»
>

i @p Qnes, z—Ate you the 1dent1ca:l person who ma‘ge homestead entry, MNo._ jj%.._?.--..--.--..._.__., at the
L o Mt er | land office on the . £ 2 i ) _. day of

1891-James Kirkpatrick, Sr. & son Frank of i "@;;‘?f;ﬁ;;;g;;;;;g;;’if Y A2 oyl i;iﬁiﬁld}ﬁ;ﬂg o

Banner shipped 26,000 pounds of oats by | 5?’?@5?‘*@3 25 L MR B Mol T G (P T i %;?.. et
wagon last Thursday

Circa 1894

o lone of the finest P eees of real a-v!:!’c':

.”'71‘ can be found in \\.‘\C‘Hli'l‘.'. Unele ! “-ﬁq/_qégf}m_%m 4 _f,},__;ny_‘g(’c, . .é;{,,\/ /J-‘*;?/
oS bt owed M I'.t';l i il J ~ \", 5 - Ques. 6.—For what period or periods have you been abseni from the homestead since making settle-
oe 9 . 1 . R . ment, and for what purpose; and if temporarily absent, did your family reside upon and cultivate the land
o Kirkpatrick when he gove him Li

during such abgence ?

13 1'-'1 'i_ 'I he =0 '||, ' art o lh.o P :1 i~ | _-&113--;——- - —f-‘-‘f-z-':‘-"—'-?f----é_-'f:’f?-’%#/ CQ/J\::_L;,-,_.,X ER—— J—

(rsde into o lndwe pastore while the

nortbera 1 a vist fiekd of srrain, i many s have you

falfn and other varictios of Lay.  Hol!
\ . . | -
[threshes from three to siy |H"!I~.'l:l'l' Qﬁems-lsyourpresentclmmmth:.nthehmltsof anmcorpmtedEtOWﬂorSEIEEthEITE0 cit}ror |
bushel P . ) ) ’ ' town, in any way for tradea.ndbusmess?
msheds of grain each yoar, and pnts _ aos

’! D VAsE ot opf ll-!: : '!I~ htollw' | Ques. ngha.t is the cha.ra.cter of the land? Is it timber, mountaﬂous prairie, grazmg, or ordlﬂar}r
3 agncultural’ land? State its kind and quality, and for what purpose it is most valuable.

sl Orelon wery @ gias conllluceat] Corsae +Hreeilloy M««-éczf;a

es] 7 —How much of the land have you cultlvs.ted each season, a.nﬁ. for how
Faised cmps thereon ¥ |

" Ans mng_(é ALl AR _CM,JS 2 FS»ﬂ«z_f_ff/ 7?{_ M’d;.ef

"I is @ lurgee frame steaeture with aple

g " | i y ot
"""““*" surronnding i, which are ; Ques ro—Are there any indications of coal, salines, or minerals oF any kind on the land? (If so, .
011 LB R TR ol SR DRY TSR describe what they are, and state whether the land is more valuable f?r agricultural than for mineral

purposes.) | P N i

. .//Z — Wﬁq’ gy LA PR ene o |t pre s AL pas .



#4

1939 - Elsa Spear Byron’s FORT PHIL KEARNY book




1939:

All of Elsa’s facts are
accurate. They were returning
to the camp. 6 men were
killed. 4 men were buried on
the little knoll near Peno
Creek (present Prairie Dog
Creek). His wife was Sioux
and there were 5 children
with them.

His name spelled Gasseau
could be correct depending
on the province in France
where he was born. (We are
still researching this.)

]

>




#5

1964 Elsa Spear Byron gives tour of French Pete site for the state
meeting. It describes the location of the graves as being north
of the Fetterman marker.












After passing the
Banner Community
Hall we came to a
sharp U in the road...




#8

In 1984, Per Tad Bartimus an Associated Press Writer states that:
Mrs. Byron, 88, is descended from one of the first Wyoming
pioneer families...Mrs. Byron has been photographing her

heritage since 1908, and her recollections are accepted as

gospel by the state historical society.”

1988 - Elsa Spear Byron’s interview with Mary Ellen McWilliams



“They put two of
them...they took back
to the fort to bury. They
buried the other fouron
that knoll. You know
where the beehives
were for so many
years? On that
crossroads.” Elsa

Beehives and crossroads
were terms used to identify
the location. Both existed
only a short period during
the 1900s.



Let’s review -- THE CLUES:
THE FACTS

Old Kirkpatrick house was
down...over on Prairie Dog...

Crossroads by Harry Williams’

She tells about Frank Grouard
finding the remains of the 4 bodies in
French Pete’s group.

There were 6 of the men killed
there. They put 2 of them, (I suppose
they weren’t so badly mutilated they
took back to the fort to bury.)

They buried the other 4 on the knoll.
You know where the beehives were
for so many years.

On that crossroads.

That regular highway used to go by
that place.

From that corner where there was
beehives, it ran straight up to the
Banner store and on the east side of
the pond...that was called the
“Terrill” pond.



June 25, 1980

The images are very clear.

The French Pete site is
within the circle.




Old Kirkpatrick house was down...over on Prairie Dog...

Crossroads
by Harry
Williams’

~

As told to
Sonny: After
passing the
Banner
Community
Hall we
came to a
sharp U in
the road

...buried
inside the U
in the road.



“They put two of
them...they took back
to the fort to bury. They
buried the other four on
that knoll. You know
where the beehives
were for so many
years? On that
crossroads.” Elsa

The knoll



[Below: enlarged image of the
beehives]




Old Highway 87. There were two different
roads that led north out of the Banner area.
They both went by the Durante property.

They built the roads on level ground and away
from the pond & creek bottoms. The hills
were also a problem. This area has many
steep and rocky bluffs.

REFERENCE TO CROSSROADS

Yellow circle: old stagecoach stop
Orange square: French Pete site.

Aerial map - Sheridan County — 1954 WYRM

-




hard to read.

Elisha
Terrill’s
grave and
homestead.
Also the
pond used
to be known
as Terrill’s
Pond.




HOUSE

X = French Pete site

Elisha Terrill’s house

GLO (Government Land Office) 1881 map T54 R 83



#9

2024 - Susan Badger Doyle’s notes and map.
She wrote JOURNEY TO THE LAND OF GOLD






Location of the kill site. Just a
few yards north of the burial
site.

1866: William K. Thomas, Aug 3. ...

about a half a mile drive from camp
Q this morning on the hill side to the

left of the road is a grave............

<  [Exactly where Elsa places the

burial site. ]

Note: The soldiers who buried the
dead onlJuly 17, 1866, only had rifle
butts and were surrounded by angry
Sioux Indians. The only easy digging,
level ground, away from the wagon
road was the small flat top of the knoll.









DEPREDATION CLAIMS - 7 in total

Mary (mother) -OgalalaSioux

AGE IN 1866 at time of father's death:

FRENCH PETE RESEARCH
DEPREDATION CLAIMS

(killing took place July 17, 1866)

Page 1

(4 children and 1 son-in-law) [Mary had become a wife of Chief Spotted Tail after French Pete died. The family went back to Nebraska then S Dakota. She had passed away by 1892]

Louisa (daughter - half sister to other 3 children - married to James Green) age 19 + Mary (daughter) age 12 + Millie (daughter) age unknown + Peter (son) age 2

[son-in-law James Green - age unknown]

Date of document/claim

ltems / Walue of claim ETC

# of family members on claim

Name on claim

Name on claim

MName on claim

Name on claim

Name on claim

Name on claim

Other names - on depostions

a4
1(1867 May 15 Mary Cazeau Louisa Green James Green Mary Cazeau
Louisa Bordeaux
Mary Cazeau (White (White River Agency
2(1873 Oct 20 * info River Agency DT) DT)
James Green
4 + next of kin Louisa Green (Steinbach bei Mary L. (Pine Ridge
3(1891 Dec ** 513,680 **see below (Rosebud SD) Haiger, Germany) sD) Peter (Pine Ridge SD)

1892 Sept-Oct Depostions
**EE (case 8265-4)

Sept 9, 1892

4+3 non family (only 5
were interviewed - bold)

Louisa Green (Rosebud
5D) [Louisa Greenwood]
058/29/1892 (married 3
times Green, Bordeaux,
Greenwood)

James Green
(Steinbach bei
Haiger, Germany)

Mary L. (Pine Ridge
SD) [Mary Charging
Bear] 10/10/1892

Peter (Pine Ridge SD)

Joseph Brown (Pine Ridge)
10/11/1892 & Todd
Randall (Pine Ridge)
10/18/1892

@ Spotted Tail Agency

5(1893 April 22 DT family of Mary Cazeau
61894 Feb 16

5% 513,680 **see 4 Louisa Green Mary L. Cazeau (Pine Peter Cazeau (Pine
71894 Dec term *** below (Rosebud SD) Ridge SD) Milly Cazeau (not married) | |Ridge SD)

Final document - not dated

" towit, luly 18,1868, the
claimant was not a citizen of
the United Stotes; and the
court is therefore without
jurisdiction to hear and
determine this cause.” '

Peter Cazeau et al VS
The US & the Sioux
Indians # 10107

#** next of kin of Peter

Frazana Adacanca A _comsivinre af

$13,680 value of goods, livestock and equipment




FRENCH PETE RESEARCH (killing took place July 17, 1866)
DEPREDATION CLAIMS

Page 2
[FYI~ All spreadsheets are a work in
progress.]

Donovan Sprague is assisting
us with further research into the
Indian oral histories.

He is related to French Pete’s
wife, Mary.

French Pete’s wife, Mary, later
married Chief Spotted Tail

TR O O e
RN FECEEEET

U RG 123 US

suriver of Serer Casese | | Court of Claims 1 8 9 2
. & Semry Aeriec portners | |Cazeau 8265 [some
" traveling enroute from Ft WS e (0 e et & fLovizs's infoi
Laramie W Terr. b Gallatin ottt S of Giovy | | o2 =IO
Walley MIT Terr. [4 wagons e S SnT e rERTe different from the g re e N
plus $5,000 in satchel] " 4 mules i o e military reports]
S harze

21working oxen

Bcar in the
‘woodsTimber: 61 - he
was there when Indianz
had taken the prperty and
were distributing it but

“had been @ Ft. Laramic
& years, before starting
ta Calif. = & had beenin

Colorada

Zwagons

* Louiza "l know some of
the Indianz now whe
killed her Father

“Maryirhe Brirterr &
brather & mother uere
hidingin the thick timber
and uhentheroldiers came
upthey zame guk. The
roldicarr puk themon harrar
behind them and took them
takhe Fork. Before then had
becn living atFourtrauthof
Laramic 1.5 miler From Fark.
Doern'tkrnouuhat
happenedkocattle, vaqonr,

ckz,

*ToddRandall: 5 artozk
rairer living an Ecar Fun
Thraugh the Ladqe Crosk
on Fine Ridqe Fier. Kneu
Feter Cazoau 10 yearr
EcFore hir 42 akh. Sauhim
amaonkh before he dicd For|
lart time on the Flacee. T
miler cartof F.Laramic.
Hadjurt arrived From
Caloradn. 2 uaqenr. He
rau that Feke had money
qold andrilucrinapurre

orrazk.

5 zetz of harness

* [ready made shirts)

TH he Ehought Trwas
a naturalized citizen.
Converzation in 1862 -
C had taken out his
papers. Claimed the
right to trade because
he wasz a citizen. Saps
1 told him he came

401 buktalo rabes

* Louiza knew # of cattle
because she herded them

GO0 ranmed buck
antelope & elk skins

¥3 each

It was pretey hat,

Flary: zapz Indians were
Ead Faces and "Wajarjes
[raw living ak Pin
Ridge] ellow walf,
Crazy Bear, Iron Crow

1200 in | ful
money of LIS

“The Indians came about
dpm July 16 & begun
fighting her Father, fought
all night. Her father killed
before sunrize & athers
killed at the zame time.

Jozeph Brown fared Ta
go with Cazeau. Met him
in 1863 on road, going
north from Denver ko
trade with Chepennes in
July 1566, Hired by C &
partner Henry Arrizon az

=

canned fruits, sugar,
coffee, calica, blus &
searlet Indian clath the
other Merchandise.

“fhen her Fakher waz shat
and Fell dawen, zhe went ko
him to pick him up and ons
of the Indianz hit her on
the head with 2 baw, The
Indians tried ko take her
mather, herself, ete with
them but her mother
begged them ko let them

Eiuffale ‘wallow about 2
day's drive north of
Fetterman, the Indians
are gekking oz bad it
seared him. He quit and
came back to Pt Laramic.
He waz paid at Bridger's
Ferry - sapz Arrizon had
$5000 in money with him
and put it with Pete's,
Zays they had 3 wagons:
one big one, covered
wliron axle, 2 smaller
ant, and 3 mess wagen,
Cazeay had 2 ranch on
Cache La Poudre. Jained

About 6 miles from Fort

go.
“They rode on the back of
the horses with the
soldiers.

“JE: Arrizon not married.
ZFaw the big wagon at
FPE after the event,




FREMCHFETE RESEARCH
French Pete's name has been spelled many different war Louie Gasseau, Gassout, Cazeau, Gasson, Gassou, Gassouw, Gazzous, Gassaur, Gazeau, Gazzous, Gassous
The number of those killed varies. This listing is an attempt to track the names and number thought o have been killed inthe skirmish.
The killings occurred on July 17, 1368
Etarry Hagan, Eli Ricker, Robert Lbley,

A few Books written on the

subject. (so far | have over 30)

buried at skirmish site FREMCHFETE RESEARCH buried at skirmish site
taken to Fort - buried at Fork taken to Fork - buried at Fort
Susan Badger Doyle per Elza Spear [1936 histary Elsa Spear [1980= Elza Spear 1988 interview
2025 letter Jack MoDermaott Eob Murray Elsa Spear 1333 Jim Gatchell Fosey Fyan Blishee Monnett Dlee Brown scrapbook] interviewiSonny Reisch] wi Mary Ellen]
SOF et cer e il o the )
THOS Srweman raad we fovnd esor
E Fremah Sete and A E [Zhe tells about the & men
KILLE sty o Ave men Ailed KILLE Killed. Then....) "They buried
D: 1| Peter Cazeau: trader Fierre Cazeau Fierre Gazseau French Pete Gazzea Louis Gazzous Louis Gazzous 7 soaed” Fierre Gazeau Louis Gazzous 0: French Pete [Gazseau) the other four on that knell.”
*Youknou uhers the bochivor
were Forra many years? Onthat
Think they murk haws boen the men <crarrroads. Mok too Far fram doun
vhawore killed by Indians the Firrk thore. Thatreqular highuay ured
day aftor Garringtan rachod tho toqabythatplace. From that
rite of FEP Kearng -ree hir repart corner uhoro thore var boohiver,
P10 % 1. Fronch Peto [Garrean) itranrtraight up ko the Banner
m Dannaire. M--- [Mare]--and rtars and on tho cartride of the
Henry Arrizon: trader (H. & B menin hiz ane othor uhite man (nama pond that uar zalled the Terrill
2| Arrizon of Harrizan] Henry Arrizon Henry Arrison employ #& 5 men in his employ Henry Arrizan Henry Arison unknoun) pond.”
l=3L3 10 Wi) 1L ey B
citizen teamster killed 4 grawes tburial at
3| nearby Jogseph Danaldson 4 employees B men killed tatal Unidentified man Joseph Donaldson Kirkpatrick knall
A 'wm. Dioweaire:; trader Will Devine Do aire 3 men
5| Thomas Maosz: trader Maoss lMoss
6| Thomas Burns: teamater | | Thomas Burns Thomas Burns
She had zeen shallow
depressions.
3 T 3 3 ] ] 3 ] 3 4 gravesiburials - ]
Mr=. Cazeau, daughter
Mary, daughter Louisa- Fiyan with criginal
injured on forebead, (3 Sious wite &5 =oldier detail to MMary Gazeau & children
children total] children wife & 2 daughters | | retreive livestock, [no # quoted) “Wite and & children
After paszing the Banner
Community Hall we came ko 2
charp Win the road where it
enters the Prairic Dog Yalley,
Haymond & men rode Elsa said that several of the Kirkpatrick place -
into broken hills. 15 miles Eoaeman Trail crossed Prairie bodics from the French Pete identifies the corner of
s Diog Creck ak Kirkpatrick ranch. | | killings of July 17, 1666 were
(SNt et s FlifE: pitz on knoll Pabov-: there., burcg in shalliw graves inzide i e t_he
Fut. John Dionowan of 4 graves discovered on the the Uin the road. [this area where the beehives
LOCA- [on Kirkpatrick'siCurante] on Jim Kirk patick Just ower the hill on the ‘w'm Murphy's Comp. Put. LOCAd | ranch and bodies moved ta Ft. | |identifies the corner of the were on the knollfcorner of
TION: SEE Map not stated Kirkpatrick ranch ranich on Jim Kirkpatick ranch| Bozeman Boad Fiyan with them. TIOM: | MeKinney.! Durante properky. county road
Dowle, Susan Badger. McDermott, John 0. Gatchell, T. Gatchell, T. James.
i fo e s oo Ao el s Tl Spear, Elsa. S James. "Life and “Life and Early
Erirulit i st Ll Sireman Frod ATaa: A e Early History of Histary of John MMonnett, JohnH,
Srewm the Soceman el | | M88 2volumes. The Murray, Robert A, Diskoia Tertony John ‘Posey’ ‘Posey’ Fyan®. Letbere A Musared Spear, Elza. [Scrapbook #1, Byren, Elza Spear. Interview
JRRRMEE 2uolumes. | | Arthur H, Clark Company| | fe Soneman Trait | | Aosm1m8 Ruyan®. Anmats o | | Ansats of byoming | |Bisbee, wim. "After ll | Sevidiens bive Al Brown, Dee. e pere || po 7 - 1936 date written on ‘S"::'trl‘gfs"";'s';‘g‘:g::‘e'g
Pontana Historical [University of Oklahoma | | Pruett Publishing Sheridan, W', delpoming 31 3 [April 1969), 48-62. | | These Years". S Universit of Mew Megico | Sewesmse Al ssone b pg 8] wyoming Foom, Buyron, Elsa Spear. 2024, Oral interviews,
REFEF:- Society Press, Helena, Fress], Morman, Company, Boulder, Cluick Printing, [April 1953), 48-62. | Original written March| | Fraweois Srads [March- Fress, Albuguerque, Uniwversity of Mebraska EMCE || Sheridan County Library, Interviem with Sonny wyoming Room, Sheridan
ENCES: 2000, Dklahoma, 2010, Z0, 1983, 1334, Ciriginal written 21,1329, April 1942], 4-19. 2008, Fress, Lincoln, 1971, i3 Sheridan, w'. Feisch, circa 13980, County Library, Sheridan, W',

Dowle, Susan Badger.
Mates from the author,
[May 2024,




# 11 Sheridan County Historic Preservation Committee 2016 -

Map of the Bozeman Trail and other historic sites. It reveals the
location of the trail as it crosses the Durante land.



Sheridan County Historic Preservation Commission
Map work done by:

Mick Kaizer

Billy Little

Jim Laughrey

Assisted by the Wyoming Room



#12 Historic Human Remains Detection teams - Map

The HHRD dogs were still able to detect the odor of human
remains in the highlighted areas. General areas of dog alerts are
shown in yellow, with areas of more concentrated alerts shown
in red and then pink.

The dogs are trained to find the odor of human remains. The key
word is Odor. They are trained to find odor, not things.



The odor of human remains doesn’t always correlate to a buried
body in that location. The odor of human remains can remain in
the soil from blood, body fluids and other human
decomposition, scattered skeletal remains, or transference of
human remains to other items such as bullets. (CF)

Next is the gps map provided by Colette. We can layer two other
maps over this one to reveal the activity at both the kill site and

the grave.



Historic Human Remains Detection

Kill site noted by: Survey Map
~ Susan Badger Doyle’s
fel2 HHRD

~ concentrated finds
during metal detecting

~ numerous alerts by
the Historic Human
Remains Detection
teams

Burial site noted by:

~ Diary entries in Susan
Badger Doyle’s Journey to
the Land of Gold

~ Elsa Spear Byron
regarding the beth'

~ many alerts by the
Historic Human Remains
Detection teams

Red areas coincide
with bullet
trajectories during
metal detecting.



The visiting teams : May 9-11, 2026
John Grebenkemper with Kalli, Colette Falco with Mojo and Ronda Bowser with Badger

Note: blue flags in the area of the beehives on the knoll. This is where Elsa says the burials were.
located.


https://www.icfk9.org/

#13 Frank Kirkpatrick was the homesteader and landowner until 1941. Frank is a primary source
regarding the location of the grave. He knew about the men murdered and the grave on his ranch. He
showed Frank Grouard where the grave was in 1890.

[recently found at the state archives in August 2026]

May 10, 1978

Mark Badgett interviewing Elsa Spear Byron
RE: the French Pete site
[This is found on side one of the cassette tape. At 17 minutes and again at 30 minutes.]

... And then that one... where the one that's over on Prairie Dog where Pete Gazzous and the men that

were with him that the Indians murdered. . And Mr. (Frank) Kirkpatrick told me about that in the 30s. Also,
he didn't know who it was, who was murdered there.... They buried the four men there. And then took two
of them back to the Fort. Isn't it curious that no one ever knew where they buried the civilians. They didn't

bury them in the Fort cemetery..... Mr. Kirkpatrick told me: thatin 1890 that Frank
Grouard came there and wanted to know where the burials were.

****Frank Kirkpatrick showed Frank Grouard where the bodies were IN 1890. ****



#14 Glenn Sweem gave a tour for the FPK/BTA tour.




‘We agree with your
conclusion that the
site represented in the
materials is the
location where French
Pete was killed.’

‘The Wyoming State
Historic Preservation
Office fully supports
the ongoing
preservation of this
site.’



The installation will be
sometime this fall.




FUTURE TESTS & OTHER TASKS:

[when funds are available]
~ Ground Penetrating Radar
~ DNA testing of the dirt with the aid of the Forensic Cadaver Dogs

~ SH515 - find this survey to determine who filed it with the state



THANK YOU.....

BIG HORN CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
bighorncity.org

~~~More to be posted on the website.


mailto:blacksmithshop2019@gmail.com
http://www.bighorncity.org/

If anyone wants to learn more, call me and we can
educate you on our research and all the documents.




SIDE NOTE:

Larry disclosed that the HHRD dogs surveyed the area where he had dressed a
deer with no interest shown, changes of behavior, or alerts given by the dogs in
that area. (per Colette)
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