
































































































DECEMBER    2012 

ALONG THE BOZEMAN TRAIL 

BIG HORN CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 566 

Big Horn WY 82833 

DECEMBER 16  -  NOTE PROGRAM CHANGE 

FLAKES & FORTUNE ~ GOLD IN THE NORTHERN 

BIGHORN MOUNTAINS  

BY HELEN LAUMANN 

Every mountain range in the west has its legends of men searching for gold.  

Their dreams of getting rich were not always realized, but the abandoned 

mines and old cabins remain to tell their stories.  The Big Horn Mountains 

has tales of a Lost Cabin Mine and men who are still searching for its loca-

tion.  Bald Mountain City became known as “The City of Broken Hearts” 

when it’s riches of gold  floated away. 

 

We usually MEET THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH:   NEXT MEETING DATE       

DECEMBER  16  meeting @  BIG HORN WOMAN’S CLUB.  

Carry In Pot Luck Lunch starting @ 1:00 with Program to follow.   We encourage members 

to pitch in and help where needed.  Thank you. 

DUES are due: 

 SINGLE 
ADULTS……….......$10   

 COUPLE/
FAMILY…………....$20 

 BUSINESS................$20 

 ORGANIZATION...$20 

  DUES ARE ALWAYS 
DUE THE 1ST OF          

SEPTEMBER. 

Please send stories, photos, 
comments, suggestions and 

corrections to:  

BHCHS 

PO Box 566 

 Big Horn, WY 82833  

  

BHCHS Board: May 2012-Apr 2013 

                         (*board term expires)  

President:          Mike Kuzara           (*2015) 

Vice President:   Fr. Ron Stolcis        (*2014) 

Secretary:          Patty Gingles           (*2014) 

Treasurer:         Mona Brown           (*2015) 

Corres. Sec:       Polly Hill                (*2014) 

                         Elaine Hilman WC  (*2013)             

             Judy Slack               (*2013) 

The board of directors consists of 7 members, 

each serving a 3 year term. Officers (President, 

Vice President, Secretary & Treasurer) serve 1 

year terms.  Newly elected board members may 

serve as an officer if a position is open and they 

are willing to serve.  Staggered terms provide a 

more stable governing team throughout long 

term projects.  New Bylaws were accepted 

when we received the IRS 501c3 status.        

Bylaws are available from the secretary.  

THE 
BOARD HAS SET THE MEETING 
DATES AND PROGRAMS   ~~ (NOTE 
SWITCH IN PROGRAMS) 
 
December 16, 2012  -  Helen Laumann 

on the Gold Camps of the BH MTNS 

Upcoming in 2013  -  Mike Mackey on 
his new book about Henry Coffeen  + 
Michael Dykhorst on the Davis & Jack-
son Family (early Big Horn Pioneers)  
Spring 2013  -  Kevin O'Dell "Connor 

and the Connor Battle Field".   

PLEASE CALL ELAINE HILMAN 

WITH   PROGRAM IDEAS: 
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BILL GOLLINGS 

 

This art work was found in a 

small pamphlet titled “A 

Gollings Sketchbook”.   

The information was         

reprinted from “Montana, 

The Magazine of            

Western History.”   

 

I thought the winter scene 

would remind the reader of 

our little town a century ago.   

 

Merry Christmas & a Happy 

Healthy New Year!   

                         JS 

 

MARYLEE M. MORELAND WITH HER BRONZE OF 

BILL GOLLINGS 

On November 17th, Marylee Moreland’s bronze was unveiled at 

the Sheridan County Museum.  It is now on display outside the         

entrance.  It is one of the most beautiful sculptures with the   

finest patina.  The face, especially the eyes, have fine detail.  To 

see the work process involved visit the website :     

http://www.meadowlarkgallery.com/EWGollingsMonument.html  

(And yes she is related to the Morlands from Big Horn.  She is Wilson’s 

niece.)   

http://www.meadowlarkgallery.com/EWGollingsMonument.html
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Story-Big Horn Christmas Bird Count  

This is the 40th year of the Story-Big Horn Christmas 

Bird Count since the counts inception in 1974. Although 

this count may not be a historic event, it is an important    

reminder of the longevity of some of the counts.     

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count is the oldest scientific      

database on bird populations in the world. All of the 

counts are on line so they may be looked up by anyone, 

anytime.  

To participate in this year’s Story-Big Horn count on   

Saturday, December 29, 2012 call Compiler-Organizer 

Jean Daly at (307) 674-9728 email: djdaly@fiberpipe.net. 

Some of the other counts near are the Sheridan CBC, 

December 15, 2012, call Pete Mohseni: 307-674-7917 or 

email: trmspmm@sheridan.k12.wy.us; Buffalo CBC,    

December 16, 2012, call Deane Bjerke, (307) 684-2798, 

or email dbjerke@bresnan.net 

All three of these counts are along the face of the Big 

Horn Mountains configured so they do not overlap. 

There are 20 Christmas Bird 

Counts held in Wyoming. 

Each count is a 15 mile di-

ameter circle with a specific 

predetermined center. The 

circle is divided into fairly 

equal areas with a team of 2 

to 4 for each area. A circle 

may be divided into as many areas as is appropriate for 

the circle. Participants are supposed to count all of the 

birds that they find during a 24 hour day. National    

Audubon’s rules require us to spend at least eight hours 

in the field. We write down the name of the species seen 

and the number of birds tallied for that species. Groups 

go by car, skiing, and walking on our count or at feeders. 

They may also tally birds at night such as owls. All of this 

takes place within a 24 hour period. Several feeder 

watchers also take part in the count observing the birds 

that come into their feeder being careful not to        over

-count the birds as they flock in to feed. Feeder watchers 
are an integral part of the each count as well as the field 

observers.   (Jean Daly) 

Thank you Dick Dickinson for asking us to research his family.  

And a special thank you to Jon Scherry for lending us the photo of 

the Moncreiffe Cowboys.  This is the clearest copy we have found.                    

 See page 4 & 5 for related story.  Enjoy!   JS 

Editor’s Note:  My Mom, Helen Currie, made hundreds of 

batches of this candy over the years at Christmas.  Yummy! 

UPDATE:  I am 

working on the last 

chapter of the 

George Ostrom         

biography.  If     

anyone has  stories 

and photographs  

to share, please 

send them to PO 

Box 566, Big Horn, 

WY 82833. (also if 

you have any art-

work that you are 

willing to share we 

might have room 
to include extra 

drawings.) At right:  

George in WW I 

 

Remember we have books for sale.   

 

The board is working to update our website for 

the upcoming season.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!!!!!  

Beat 3 egg whites - to stiff peaks 

mailto:djdaly@fiberpipe.net
mailto:trmspmm@sheridan.k12.wy.us
mailto:dbjerke@bresnan.net
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MONCREIFFE COWBOYS.  Bones     Taylor standing at right, 

Grover Hough standing at left and Bert Eckerson sitting in 

front.  (per markings on back of photo.) 

GEORGE WEBSTER at right.  The name in the newspaper 

article is “Weber” but could have been “Webster”.  

ALL PHOTOS FROM THE ECKERSON COLLECTION, BIG 

HORN CITY HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

HOOF BRANDING.  Horses were branded on the hoof with the 

‘turkey foot’ brand of the British Army and the horse’s number 

burned into his hoof.  Bill Eckerson was the father of Don and Bert 

Eckerson.  (at right:  the back of the above photo: World War I ) 



 

blacksmithshop@wyoming.com 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Would you be interested in 

receiving your newsletter 

via email? In color? Send an 

email to:                                 

blacksmithshop@wyoming.com 

BIG HORN CITY  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 566 

BIG HORN WY  82833 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

Please check your address label for 

expiration date & send dues to the above 

address.   
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